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“The Show Shop”

and Stage Folk.

Chock-full of Fun

BY CHARLE

S DARNTON.

4.

!' YCU'RE looking for laughs s &0 my advice and drop Into “The Show
Hhop,” by all odds the best £nd brightest work James Forbes has done

foi the theatre. It Is better than

“The Chorus Lady” for the simple rea-

50m that It s more natural and betrays Hitle, if any, straining for effect,

“The Bhow Bhop" is chock-full of

fun and stage ‘nlk who act like human

beings, In fact, this play at the Hudsen Theatre, which may be
d Ibed
A8 something more than farce and something less than c.um:y. in ;::tr one

laugh after another, especially for th

markable for the number of clover lines they contain.
is good, though not quite so good, largely because of a
dress rehoarsal which ia so long that the wearineas

8 first two acta. These oare really re-

The rest of the plece
scens given up to a
“simulated” by the

actors .cils ncross the footlighta. Not only should this scene bé cut, but the

three churacters who later pop Into & box to wit

of the play within the play—the atar's b o
mannger and the humble author--ought to
of the nudience, for they serve merely as a distraction.

their place in the theatre—and that's

leading man might better be trusted Lo make “A Dp
in question, quite deadly enough to brin, - Foadlghone o

But these ure comparatively amall
matters when the general excsllence
of the entertainment i
Every Incident of a theatrical rm-
duetion |s shown from the small man-
ager with a big opinlon of himsalf to
the timid littls Ingenus with her for-
midable MOTHER, just as sverything
ls rehesarsed from cues to curtain
ocalls .- "Shrink, Betly, BHRINK!
shrisks her wise mamma as tha in-

need star praciises tho art of
mtu.llr recelving a tribute te her
wenlua,

All the secreta of the sitage are re-
vealed, You are shown the ole’bag
of tricks. Why not? 1t's all nonsense
to say the lllusions of the theutre are
hlntdenmytd or that these stage
peuple speak a language the publle
dossn't understand. As a matter of
fact, there's very little about the
theatre that the public doesn't know
these davs, and when It comess to
ou ity the average person would
w:' leap at o chance to go “behind

scenen.’”” But thers im one bit of
dialogue Mr. Forbbde ought to msup-
prean, If only out of respect for a
calling that necessarily means o Kreat
deal to him., He might better sacri-
fice & laugh than have one of his

uharacters uak “'Are they married '*
and another answer “No, just co-
starring.”

In justios to the authour, however, It
must be sald that all the charsecters in
his play are abave reproach, No one
could ask to see a more davolsd couple
than old Johnny Hrinkley und his
good-natured wife, lata of “The House
of & Thousand FPrunes' and living on
the last link of his wateh chain when
they come to Jlesenbaum's office In
search of an sngagement. Awn for Bet-
ty, she is a0 completely under the
eagle eyo of her fearsoins mother that
the poor rich youth who wanis to
marry ber is denled & momant alone
with bher, The amusing gide of their
hitter-swest romanocas is seen whan he
joina Rossnbaum's company in order
to be near her, and experiences the
horrors of ons-night stande. The play
comes o grief In Punxatawney, but
the resouresful mother, who s delar-
y;mined Betty shall dazsle New Yark |
before retiring to domesilc e, hols |
up smilingly with s contraci fiuin
Helasco, It's only & bit, but Helasco
Isave it to mother!

1t in then the desperate youth nﬂ'tn
Rosenbaum §5,000 If he will “star”
Petty on Broadway immediately In
& gure-fire fallure. The astule mana.
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DITMARS’S ANIMA

parformance
proud mother, the self-satisfled
be prevented from becoming part
Actors should keep
belind the footlighta, The hrnnleur*lnh
the play
K the curtain down with a thud

—

Fer has o number of bad plays in his
bag, bhut now that he is put to the
tesl his confldence leaves him., In
the funniest moment of the play, to
my mind, ho conféssos he lsn‘t sure
he can plck a tallure,

An satire there s nothing to squal
this admission. It has the disad-
vantage, however, of giving away the
whole show., You know Just what In
sving ta bappen. The bad play ls, of
course, pronounced a great auccess by
the New York newapapers. To their
dismay Betty and the rank amateur
find themaelves  Broadway favorites,
In tears she comes to his roomsa with
a suitcane, Ho ia horrifled, but she
enlmly announces she intends to be
“compromised”—Iit 1x the only way to
Kot her mnlhrrn consent to thelr mar-
ringe. “Nonsense!" cries that happy
dame as she salls In with barely a
glance at her anxious child, who has
her arms about the bad actor's neck.
Here Mr. Forbes has o little fun with |
& situation he once treated serlously.
The mother merely mirokes the sleove
qu her gorgeous brand new cont and
blisefully remarks: “lsn't this a beau-
tiful plece of fur!™ It is only when
the determined youth declares he will
tell the whole story to newspaper re-

porters who are walting outalde that
un mwother gives him permission to
take RBetty to the Little Church
Around the Corner. “But for heaven's
sake go quietly,” urres Rosenbaum,
who has arrived in all the glory of a
new snilk hat, “If this gels out we
are ruined. The publie won't pay
two dollars to see & man mako love
to his wife"

Ay thia frankly commercial man-
uger CGieorge Bidney s the fuuniest
thing in the show. With his flist
appearunce In a so-called BroaJdway
production he scores o hit aw blg as
that mads by Barney l!«mud in
“Potaah und Perimutter.” His scenas
in the Palace Hotel where he orders
sandwiches and beer preparatory to
breaking the sad news Lhat 1t |s all
over with “The Punch” is a feast of
fun in  eelf. Douglas  Fairbanks
mives a capitul performance as the
unwilling actor who hates hin work.

One would have 1o go further than
the Elsle Hooks to find & moether to
| compare with the stage variety Zelds
Kears osmbodies Her  dominating
manner 8 squalled only Ly her abal-
ity to. outline & contract for Fetiy
that esuscs the helpless bhut adonir ng
uuuumum to excluim: "My, what o
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L]
‘I.AO';f A URYY
W

head for & Christian!"

Dainty little Patricia Collinge plays
Betty prottily and makes her work In
“A Drop of Poison” really interesting.
Willlam Bampson and Olive May are
human and amuaing as the old stag-
ern; Ned A Bpar aa the stage
manager (“director, If you please!™)
looka and acts as though he would
like to eat o few aclors; WFelix
Kremba chokes deservedly over a
curtaln speech as the author, and

& Aug wing a laugh or two by her
rofhewhat exaggeraied performance
of u atenographer,

For that matter, Mr. Forben's play
in & bit exaggerated. But who carss
8o long as it Is funny? And it would
make even & theatrical manager
Inugh. Fortunately, it is unusually
free from personalties often found
in a play of this kind, though the
name of an actress in the employ of
the Belwynn is d in at one
point. It may be a mere coincidence
that Helwyn & Co. are the uoers,
What? Well, anyway, In “The S8how
Bhop" they have a big winner.

—_—————

Plays for the
Coming Week

ICHARD BENNETT will produce
R Bricux's “Maternity” at the
Prinoceas Theatre on Wednes-
day night at a speclal performance
for newapaper writers. Other por-
formances will be under the auspices
l'af the Purpose Ploy Bociety. There
will be matinees Thursday
dauy for women members of the
| aociety unly, and the Baturday night
perfarmance will be the first in the
rogular series. In this play Lhe author
of "Damaged Goods” dealn with
public and private hypooriay and
shows the tragedy of a girl's life. Mr.
Bennett will play Jullen BHrigusc, the
provincial politiclan, and Adrienns
Mc;rru.uu will have the role of the
wife,
L] [ ] [ ]

Zicgleld Danse de Follles will be
closed Monday night to make the
tions for the new

Frolic” which will ba pressnted Tuas-
day. The woenic effect ks by Urbun of
Vienna; Ned Wayburn ia reaponsible
for i saging. Gens Buck for the
Iyrics, and Louls Hirseh and Dawve
Hinmper for the tunes. With Lthe
“Ziexfeld CGirin" will bo ay Cox, Wil
Went and others,

“Kitty MacKay'" vomes to the
Grand Opera Hbuse
The Blundard Theatre will hiave

1I¢ w Fields in
Ing

“Potrah and evionotier™ will e the
I..nn--uuu at the Hrong Cpsra Houss

“HAPPYLAND GIRLS"
FOR COLUMBIA THEATRE.

Ih- lilrl- feom MHap mlu‘u! will

"T'he High Cust of Lov.

M. Ditwern curator ol wwr ler o
Persborghi al Viwi do nim Wicns Para
Ras wpent any monthes peifecting e

serivs of scientifioslly correct, inter
apMng, Inetructive wnd slusing G-
thon phetures of animal s inseot hifw,
from  Gunds,  the largest -lsﬂ-.n'
down tu the smallast basiies Wi

taped in their bumes, Bying thelr n-
‘M.ﬂ Wyen in thelr ven pecglias

"o
peal place for ddies wrdg 1)

sonla ‘v g 0 Wallwk's Turs
" fiptnpe o plid! ful pvivien 'L
1 Their vpre wmili sy ¢
”ul n! the tharvellvee |.| T
from  the N oof Nature

ﬂl oo The a-ra.rm-' Tha'! mnes
g -ored frogs grow

they eamand ondy boovd i fairy
luvehg e ach wating atid slveping and
nEhtl @ and frolicking. making sport
for ¢ pluselves ju LLsdE valloue Ways
lna;l.ﬂl 1 kewp a LhrensFing «vus
buimtiing

It s virvue & svre snaugh

whbiree i
vhivue, wilh shinel

porfuriner e wnd

an anlmel aydiengs You'd have W
laagh w e the frog family rwine
-hr i im the feont row oo del ool
wata and ettt wf friend and
t Wileore el enemiies of the re e

i the biy show g ol e groat
fegta ot (leim t iprue o when M Turtle
w gl o hwham ing n L bu's a
chahr upen whih Is seated o N, Jane

m. s dumbbell Every vne was plad
cuine, Sopanll Inciuded, and you

FrEGRITREL

and Fri- !

NOCEANLE)Y e
musical awm?::"?mm Midnight |

come to the Columbia Theatre with a
new two-act hurlesque called “The
Man from Rector's.” As ita title Im-
plies, tha ploce depieta scanas familiar
to habituos of tha Gay White Way.
The cast Is headsd by Princess Luba
Meoroff, who has the asaistancs of Leo
Btevens, Helen Jesals Moore, Frank
Harcourt, Nellle Lockwood and Ward
and Hohliman. One of the features of
the parformance ia n cabaret show,

The Murray Hill Theatre will have
“The Gay Morning Glorles,” with
Rlll)' Harcourt as an added attrac.

on.

“The High Light Girla" will be seen
at the Ol mglc.

MOTIJH ICTURE PLAYS.~Com-
menoing to-morrow, the Vitagraph
Theatra will present
Roses,” a four-part fllm melodramn
in which & mother's spirit points the
way har two children should go In
avolding pitfalls,. Mary Maurics will
be seen as the mother. Two eingle
reel comediss, “The Mmoking Out aof
Hella Butta” and “Billy's Wapger,"
and a two-part drama, “A Daughter
of Leruel,” will supploment the fea-
ture ploturs.

“Tha Girl of the Colden \V.Jz
David Belapco's fumous drama, i1
be presented as & photo-piny at
Hirand Theatre, There will also b«
the Iatest war pletures, as well as
travel and sclentific studies,
VAUDEVILLE ATTRACTIONS.

Carl Jorn, the OCerman tenor,

politan Grand Opera Company, will
appoar st the Palace Thoeatre in Ger-
mun, English, French and [ltalian
wonks. ‘Thera will also be FEvalyn
Nesbit In  balloom dances, with
Jaek Clifford; Eddis Leonard and
Mabel Russell In wongs and dances,
| Blckel and Watson with thelr funny
Gurman bund, Nellls V. Nichola in
new songe, DBird MUlman In  ber
sluck-wire exhibition, *“The Volun-
teers,” and Dorothy and Madaline
Cameron in a dancing novalty.
Heading the blll at the Colonial
will be Blanchs Walsh In n version of
Clyde Fitch's play, ““The Woman In

the Canse.” Others will he Bum Chip
and Mary Marble In "“The nd of
Dykes" Hilly Gould and Helle Ashlyn,

Iob Matthews presenting “'In Dream
' land,” Hert La Moot and his cow-
bhoys, Adler and Arllnn.
Clark in “Muorooned.” Ralph I!unhu‘u

aorialist.

Eva Tanguay in characterislle
wongs will ba the chief atiraction ut
the Alhambra. The bill will aiso In-
clude Doyle and Dizon, eccentrie
dancers; Clark and Verd! in an (tal-
lan speciaity, Burr and Hupo in "A
Lady, u Lover and a Lamp,” Tomm
Gray, song-writer: Heginn Connelll
in “The lollard;” VFour .Anunra
Girle In a musical number:
huisorous trickster, and Il..nhﬂrll Illl{|
Verera,

‘Yhe Hoyal Theatrs 't.l! offer Veank |
Keenun in “Vindieation:” Mand Jam- |
Lort and Ernest Hall in songs;: Hoey |
and Lee, charaoter parodists; Flana.

wan snd Edwurds i “Of and On," |
Hert Erroll in semunine linpersons-
twmu tlu l.umum Laucior Compuny

AL MOVIES AT WALLACK’S THEATRE |

“Mother's | nert

hitherto associated with the Metro-|

Harto and |

Hell Ringers and Mile. Lupita "erea, |
aer

in “Heaps of Hilarity:;” Nan Hal-
perin In songs; Ham , tramp
comedian: Mme. Adelaide Horman in
feats of mﬁ; Hazel Kirke in a
musical number, and Bpragus and
McNoece, roller skaters

Two new offerings will be meen at
Hammersteln's Victoria Theatre—the
Long Tack Sam Company of four-
teen Chineze performers, and “The
GUnrden of Passion,” a poetie panto-
mime, with the famous mala modael,
J. Edwin Crapol. The bill will also
Include the Courtney Bisters In new
songe. Fred J. Ardatl In a comedy
aketoh cnlled "Hiram:"™ the Halon
Hingers, ns and Yosco, the Gaud-
schmidta, E. Morton and Mile, D'Al-

e
H. R. JACOBS IS DEAD.

H. R. Jacobs, at ml tima n leading
theatrical manager, starday at
hin homo in lc-ho-n-euly. !l" ¥

sinrted In the amenl
Inulu-l Ihla vity wi

theatres in this city, Chicage and Phila-
delphla.

e fArm dissolved man ....
Mr. Jlrnhl Inter beca '%

the Harmanus Heecke

uli ‘l'l this u l.l'l ll

seum in Park Row, l'n ncl
Intersats with ¥, ¥, qt JAnd » .runi
,n theatre lm mothor s and the aged,

beeame Jar
umtl they ownad theatres in thn
cities of the Uniied States and M fur
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ME OF 1 THE WOMEN STARS WHO WILL SHINE IN THE VARIOUS CITY THEATRES DURING THE COMING W
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